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Appendix 1 
 

London Assembly Plenary Meeting: Thursday 24 January 2019 
 

Transcript of Item 3a -  Mayor’s Opening Statement 

 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Good morning.  The draft Budget sets out how I will continue to deliver 

real results for Londoners as fast as possible, with positive changes that make a tangible difference to 

Londoners’ lives.  I want to move on to your questions but I am going to briefly touch on three important 

issues. 

 

Firstly, this Budget outlines the action we are taking to keep Londoners safe in the face of the Government’s 

massive cuts to the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS).  Around 70% of the MPS’s funding is controlled by the 

Government, who have repeatedly refused to reverse the cuts they have made since 2010.  We simply do not 

have the power to fully compensate all these cuts from City Hall.  On top of the record amount of investment 

we have already made from City Hall in my first two budgets, I am proposing to commit in my third budget an 

additional £85 million of new funding to the MPS to tackle violent crime and burglary across our city.  Today 

we are setting out, with the MPS Commissioner [Cressida Dick CBE QPM], our plans to spend this extra 

investment.  This will help to crack down on violence by building on the City Hall-funded Violence Crime Task 

Force, which has already made nearly 2,500 arrests and removed more than 1,000 dangerous weapons from 

our streets.   

 

Today’s crime statistics show that we need to do even more to tackle burglary.  That is why, as well as all the 

work we are doing to tackle violent crime, the MPS will be using the additional City Hall funding to encourage 

the rollout of more anti-burglary kits and to bolster the police response to this invasive crime.  The extra 

funding will ensure that Borough Command Units will have access to additional officers in proactive teams 

which will help in our mission to both tackle street violence and burglary.  This expenditure is alongside new 

investment of £6.8 million in the new Violence Reduction Unit (VRU), which will help tackle the root causes of 

violent crime. 

 

Secondly, this budget builds on our world-leading plans to tackle air pollution, which contributes to thousands 

of premature deaths in our city every single year.  As we gear up towards introducing the ground-breaking 

Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) in April [2019], I am launching a £23 million diesel scrappage scheme to help 

microbusinesses get the most polluting vans off the road. 

 

Finally, due to statutory requirements, I had to finalise this draft budget before I could consider all the 

responses to the consultation but I want to assure the Assembly that there is still time to hear your views.  As 

always, I value feedback and suggestions from Members of the Assembly.  Thank you, Chairman, and I look 

forward to answering questions during the course of this morning. 

 

 

 


